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Pooja Goswami Pavan Sings Classic 
Indian Ghazals  

 
Dr. Pooja Goswami Pavan is an enchanting classical Indian vocalist who 
currently calls Minnesota her home base. How Shall I Say? (Innova 232) 
is a captivating program of Ghazals performed in the Hindustani style. 
 
The Ghazals are based on poetic texts ranging in time from the 18th 
century to the present day. They express the various refined emotional 
states typical of Indian classical music. Each Ghazal has a musical 
compositional element based on the forms of a particular rag. Three of 
the compositions are by Ms. Pavan herself. 
 
These Ghazals are performed in a style that goes back to the 
twentieth-century master Indian vocalist Begum Akhtar. They are 
performed in the classical, almost timeless style of an earlier age. 
Overt vocal pyrotechnics are not at the forefront but instead a highly 
nuanced melding of text and an elaborate melodic singing style 
prevails. Dr. Pavan is accompanied sympathetically and movingly by 
some excellent Indian musicians on sarangi, harmonium and tabla. 
 
I will come clean to say here that I have listened with care and rapture 
to some of India's greatest vocalists in recordings for many years. I do 
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not have the knowledge of the adept. All I know is what I have heard in 
unmediated form. But based on that experience I can say truthfully 
that Pooja Goswami Pavan is an exquisite vocal master with a lovely 
expressive voice and an extraordinary facility with the phrasing and 
control of the complicated pitch sequences involved. She is relatively 
young so she will only get better, I should think.  
 
In the meantime this is a valuable disk showing the sheer beauty of 
some wonderful Ghazals. It will be a disk I will treasure and come back 
to frequently as my life spins along. Highly recommended.  
Posted by Grego Applegate Edwards at 4:01 AM  
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About This Blog 
Grego Applegate Edwards writes this column. 
 
The Gapplegate Guitar and Bass Blog covers music releases of interest to 
guitarists, bassists, vocalists, musicians and other creative people. It is 
also for the music lover who does not play but instead forms the core 
audience musicians most love. You are in the inner circle of the "true 
listeners." If you care about what you hear and want to know more about 
what is out there, you are the person I have in mind as I write these 
postings. If music isn't an important part of your life this blog is probably 
not for you.  
 
Various musical genres get attention on these pages: jazz and rock with 
guitarists and/or bassists playing a prominent role, classical music for the 
guitar, world music, blues, roots, electric music, vocalists. 
 
I cover other jazz and improvisation on the Gapplegate Music Review blog 
(see link on this page) and modern classical and avant garde concert 
music on the new blogsite Classical-Modern Music Review (see link). 
 
All material copyright 2007-11 by Grego Applegate Edwards. 

About Me 



 

Grego Applegate Edwards  
New York City Metro Area, United States 

I've spent my life making and listening to music, editing, writing and 
trying to put food on the table. I've gone to music schools (Berklee 
College of Music, School of Contemporary Music), gotten advanced 
degrees in various related subjects (New York University, University 
of Chicago), written novels and been a working stiff like you. The 
rest is cannon fodder for those who steal identities, isn't it? Oh yes, 
I also write for Cadence, a periodical covering jazz and improv 
music, and All About Jazz, a website devoted to . . . guess! I ran a 
guitar shop for a while. That was interesting. I am working on some 
new cross-tempo-ed ensemble pieces. That's what I do. . . some of 
it anyway. 

View my complete profile 
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